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mental " liberalism " which made him grant constitutional
government to Poland and insist on Louis XVIII doing so in
France. Metternich laughed up his sleeve at the Czar's visionary
Alliance, but he determined to use it to unite the Powers in a
permanent anti-revolutionary bloc.
§ 85. the restoration in france.—Some of the potentates
restored in 1815 went to fantastic lengths in their efforts to
wipe out all trace of the revolutionary epoch. The Pope, for
instance, abolished street-lamps in Rome; the King of
Sardinia forbade his Piedmontest subjects to use the new road
over the Alps ; Ferdinand of Spain restored the Holy Inquisi-
tion ; and the Elector of Hesse put his tiny array back into
powdered pigtails.
What was merely ludicrous in these small and backward
states would have been impossible in France, the home of the
Revolution and of the most enlightened people in Europe;
and the Powers were aware that any attempt to re-establish the
Old Regime in its entirety would lead to another revolution.
Equality before the Law, the Land for the People, Religious and
Personal Freedom had all become part of the settled order of
things. And Louis XVIII—old, fat and gouty—was like our own
Charles II, " determined not to go on his travels again." He was
quite prepared to make practical concessions to the modern
spirit so long as his theoretical Divine Right was not denied.
He retained most of the characteristic creations of Napoleon—
the Codes, the Bureaucracy, the Concordat, the secular
University, the Legion of Honour—even the new nobility.
Louis also agreed with the Allies that a charter setting up
the forms of constitutional government would be a valuable
safeguard against further revolution. All that he insisted on
was that it should take the form of a grant made by his own
sovereign will, that he should be styled " King by the Grace
of God," and that 1814 should be called the eighteenth year of
his reign. Apart from these concessions to Divine Right, the
Charter made considerable inroads on the omnipotence claimed

